
Kwantlen First Nations Angels: Carrie Zimmerman and Carmen Back 
They brought supplies to the evacuees of the forest fires! 
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Kwantlen First Nation Education:  
 

 

                 

Understanding the importance of learning for all ages. I really wanted to share this 

from the Globally Recognized Learning Expert, Howard Gardner on Student 

Competencies. To support a healthy, well balanced approach of a complete 

learner. 

Howard Gardner of Harvard has identified eight distinct intelligences  

This theory has emerged from recent cognitive research and "documents the 

extent to which students possess different kinds of minds and therefore learn, 

remember, perform, and understand in different ways," Gardner (1991).  
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Kwantlen First Nation Education wants to remind everyone about report cards in! 
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D.W. Poppy Secondary Graduate 2017:  

             Skyyes Kelly-Gabriel 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 G.W. Graham Secondary  

 

 

G.W. Graham Secondary Graduate 2017: 

Tristen Joe 
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June 2017: 

Events: 

o June 2nd and 3rd, 2017 Lekeyten and I attended “Many Voices, One Mind 

Conference” at Sts’ailes Wellness Center. We were one of the 150 

participants who took part in “Along the Walking Path " Conference” 

presentations by Cultural and Traditional Knowledge keepers on wellness 

and holistic emotional education. 

Dr. Lee Brown was the keynote speaker and currently Director of the UBC 

Institute of Aboriginal Health. The focus of his work is on the emotional 

competency in relation to personal, family, and community health. The 

emphasis is on emotion, feeling and health. I liked the presentation around 

traditional elder’s teachings of heart knowledge.  

 

o June 2nd to 4th ,2017 Walk to Reconciliation from Fort Langley to Mission. 

Elder Josette Dandurand, Luke Dandurand, Cecilia Reekie and Paul Guiton 

who is one of the organizers of the event. The second annual event in which 

around 40 to 50 participated in the walk to commemorate the Residential 

School Survivors. The emotional end of the walk took place on the 

foundation of the old site of the first St. Mary’s Residential School in 

Mission. We witnessed the walkers huddled together around what would 

have been the entrance to the old school. I was honored to be asked to 

speak to the walkers and share both my pride for our two Kwantlen 

members, friends and new friends for their heart in walking as their 

reconciliation. Truth was the focus of the walk to listen to Josette, Luke and 

Cecilia the Residential School true stories. 

  

o June 6th, 2017 Intercommunity Language Revitalization Meeting at 

Kwikwetlem First Nation hosted by Ed Hall and Liz Charyna in their board 

room. 

Kwikwetlem is having language on Tuesday Evenings where Katzie and 

Kwantlen members are welcome to attend from June 27th to the end of 

August. Thank you for the invitation! 5:30 to 7:30 pm 

 

 

o First Nations Education Steering Committee asked for Language Champions 

of the halq'eméylem/hən ̓q̓əmin̓əm language dialects from the Kwantlen 

First Nation Traditional Territory. Langley School District Aboriginal 

Program, Aboriginal Support Teacher, Donna Robins, Lower Fraser Valley 

Aboriginal Society, President Katie Pearson, Gary Robinson and Kwantlen 
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First Nation, Education Coordinator Cheryl Gabriel met to discuss our 

Language Champions Auntie Helen Carr (Kwantlen First Nation and SD 35), 

Auntie Barbara Stewart (Little Voices Speech and Language Program), and 

Fern Gabriel, Sesmelot, (hən̓q ̓əmin̓əm language classes held Monday 

evenings) The nominations had to be in by that week. 

 

o Our Language Champions were not chosen however the competition was 

for all of B.C. Jesse Fairley of FNESC Language and Culture Coordinator said 

at the conference two weeks ago, He said the unfortunate situation is they 

can only choose four champions from all the nominations. I want everyone 

to know and I am sure you feel the same. They are so important for the 

future of our people and they are passionate to give back to the community 

the language dialects of Kwantlen First Nation. Congratulations for being 

our Language Champions! 

 

 

o June 13th with an early morning breakfast meeting with Chilliwack 

Aboriginal Education Community Committee at the Coast Hotel in 

Chilliwack for 7:15 am to 10:30 am meeting to discuss the overview of the 

school year 2016 -2017 with the goals of the Enhancement Agreement in 

mind. It is hard to believe we were in the 2nd year of the agreement. The 

Aboriginal Principal, Brenda Point and her colleague Nerine shared the 

power point stats on the “How are we doing Report” which is the Reading, 

Numeracy, and of course the importance of the new First Nations, Metis, 

and Inuit focus being developed through the curriculum per grade. 

 

o I am pleased to be part of the Aboriginal  advisories in Chilliwack (AEAC), 

Langley (ya:yestel), Maple Ridge Advisory/ Elder Advisory (Katzie and 

Kwantlen) and Mission (Siwel Siwes); Kwantlen Polytechnic University 

Aboriginal Advisory, First Nations Education Steering Committee Board 

(FNESC); FNESC  Terms of Reference Sub-Committee, Community Action 

Program for Children (CAPC) member with Langley Child Development 

Center, Lower Fraser Valley Aboriginal Society Elder Guide with Lekeyten, 

and Langley Partnership with Langley School District Aboriginal Program, 

Lower Fraser Valley Aboriginal Society, Xyolhemeylh Langley, and MCFD 

Youth Advocates. 

 

 

o I received notice on July 17th, 2017 that I am now a Board Member of the First 

People’s Cultural Council Board. I want to thank Tumia Knott and Michael 

Morgan for helping me with reference letters of support to be part of this 

important Board. My name was forwarded to leaders of the FPCC and they 
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in turn asked if I would be interested to represent our Language and 

Cultural traditional territories of the language group of Hul’q’umi’num’ / 

Halq'eméylem / hən̓q̓əmin̓əm. It is my honor to do so. 

It is Education Awards time again. Thanks to Donna Leon, Angela Fillardeau, and 

Chelsea Waterbeek for their expertise in organizing events that shopping and 

plans are underway as I write this. I want to thank the other important helpers for 

our Awards Ceremony. Chief Marilyn Gabriel, Tumia Knott, Les Antone, Sherry 

Antone, Malissa Smith, Alicia Gabriel, Anne McCotter, Summer worker; Danessa 

Dandurand. 

o Plans were underway for the Reading and Culture Program with Janet Stromquist, 

Donna Leon, and myself. The calendar of July from 4th to 27th with the Cultural 

Presenters” Auntie Helen Carr (Beading and Halq'eméylem Language), Auntie 

Barbara Stewart (Halq'eméylem Language), Hazel (Cedar), Ricky Fillardeau (Salish 

Weaving); Karen Gabriel (Artifacts, Animal Tracks, and Tie dying) and Dennis 

Leon (Slahal) The calendar is full of fun reading and cultural activities for the 

students from kindergarten to mentors from grade 9. A community of caring and 

sharing! 

o June 22, 2017, 11 am to 2 pm Maple Ridge Environmental School prepared with 

learning protocols of an honoring ceremony of gifting two canoes and paddles 

which will be awarded to the leaders of Katzie, Chief Susan Miller and Kwantlen, 

Chief Marilyn Gabriel. Clayton Maitland followed through with an invitation to the 

two nations to come together with their Elders and leadership to witness with the 

students, families, and dignitaries from Maple Ridge and Kwantlen First Nation.  

o The canoes were delivered by Clayton Maitland on June 23rd in the late morning 

and it is now present at the shop or the canoe shed. Thank you, Clayton for your 

kindness. The Environmental school students, teachers, principal, vice principal 

and parents are the most respectful human beings I know. The Celebration day 

was so beautiful and meaningful. I loved that the teachers and students wanted to 

do the event in the Sto:lo way as Kwantlen First Nation has demonstrated so many 

times at the First Salmon Ceremony. 

 

July 2017 

o Canada Day Celebration in Fort Langley! July 1st to 3rd!  

 

o July 4th is the first day of Reading and Culture! It is always so exciting for our 

Kwantlen students to catch the bus to Fort Langley Elementary. They get on the 

bus in front of the Administration office around 9:15 am and then dropped off 

around 2:30 – 2:45 pm. The bus is the hit. I love that Brooklyn Fernie, Sienna and 

Sequoia Knott come to join Makai Carr-Hunter, Reagan Jago, Deighton Atkins, and 

Abigail Zimmerman from Kwantlen. So, cute! 



Kwantlen First Nation            Education 2017 

PAGE 7 

o July 5th to 6th, 2017 I was fortunate to have my room and registration paid by 

Langley School District Aboriginal Program to attend the Canadian School Board 

Association and Trustee Gathering on Aboriginal Education. I shared this privilege 

with Pam McCotter from Katzie. Thank you for the opportunity to the School 

District 35 for treating us like queens at the Fairmont Chateau in Whistler, BC. 

This was my first time in Whistler and I enjoyed the beauty of the mountains. 

Thank you to Rosemary Wallace for picking my up to go to Whistler and Cecilia 

Reekie for driving me home on the 6th of July. 

 

o July 7th, 2017 FNESC (First Nations Education Steering Committee) Board members 

along with FNSA (First Nations School Association) Board Members had a meeting 

to discuss the differences between the two and how it is affecting the Tripartite 

Agreement between First Nations Education Steering Committee, Provincial and 

Federal Memorandum of Understanding Agreement for funding purposes. This 

was a difficult and emotional meeting for all present. It was a day of reflection, 

frustration, and trying to find answers to move forward.  

 

 

o July 13th, 2017, I attended a Regional engagement sessions are intended to be an 

open forum to share experiences, challenges, advice, concerns and 

recommendations that will be included in Congress of Aboriginal People’s 

Report to the Federal Government on a National Indigenous Early Learning 

and Child Care Framework. Congress of Aboriginal People’s Report hopes to 

have input from parents of children in child care, particularly those facing 

challenges accessing child care, grassroots constituents, child care experts, field 

technicians and any other community members that that have thoughts and ideas 

to contribute and share. 

The objectives for this session are to: 

1. Identify strengths, challenges and opportunities through engagement and 

dialogue 

2. Discuss communities needs and priorities 

3. Validate meaningful principles and goals 

4. Establish priorities for sustained action in the short, medium and long-term. 

 

o Regional Roundtable engagement session July 13, 2017 at the Best Western 

Plus Regency Inn, 32110 Marshall Rd, Abbotsford BC, 10:00 am – 3:00 pm. The 

input is vital in creating an Indigenous Early Learning and Child Care Framework 

that will ensure a prosperous future for the next generation. 
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o July 20th – 21st, 2017 FNESC Language Conference at Coast Plaza Hotel on 1763 

Comox Street, Vancouver, B.C. The main theme of the conference was “Language 

Learning on the Land” is a major networking and professional development 

opportunity for BC’s school and community-based First Nations language 

educators and advocates. Sesmelot, Fern Gabriel and I attended this important 

conference. We attended various sessions of interest on what other communities, 

language and traditional knowledge keepers are doing in their area. It was 

meaningful for me to share the two days with my sister, Fern. I don’t get to do that 

often enough with my sisters.  

 

o We got to learn about Indigenous language revitalization and education efforts in 

Hawaiʻi through two of Hawaiʻi’s foremost language champions, Dr. Kauanoe 

Kamanā and Dr. William “Pila” Wilson. Dr. Kamanā has more than 30 years of 

personal and professional experience in Hawaiian language revitalization.  

 

 

o July 27th, 2017 Reading and Culture Play and luncheon afterwards! I love our 

students, mentors; Abigail Zimmerman, Deighton Atkins, Sienna and Sequoia 

Knott, youth workers: Marlysse Dandurand, Noah Atkins, David Fillardeau, Karli 

Thomas, Madeline Zimmerman, Mackenzie McCotter,  Lexwey; Roanne Trattle, 

and Aboriginal Support Teacher, Janet Stromquist for another great year! 

 

o A great big thank you to Scott Gabriel for cooking for our Reading and Culture 

Program the students and helpers loved your meals and snacks! 

 

 

o Thank you to the leadership of Kwantlen First Nation; Chief Marilyn Gabriel, 
Councillor Tumia Knott and Councillor Les Antone for sharing in the costs with 
Langley School District Aboriginal Program to make the program a success every 
year! 
 

o Report Cards are needed to help with both Education Awards and to help parents 
to get school supply assistance. The summer is flying by like crazy. If you require 
any forms please contact the office at 604-888-2488 ask Ang, Sherry, Donna Leon 
or myself Cheryl Gabriel. 
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First Salmon Ceremony 2017: hən̓q ̓əmin̓əm story of the salmon 

 

 
 

June 18th, 2017 Atkins Naming Ceremony at Kwantlen Cultural Centre 
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