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SQ/Council Updates * - November 2, 2017 – prepared by Tumia Knott 

* This report contains information relevant to Kwantlen First Nation and the Seyem’ Qwantlen Business Group 

intended for distribution to Kwantlen Elders and members to be updated on monthly activities reviewed at monthly 

Elder’s/Council meetings and distributed to Kwantlen members and Kwantlen/Seyem’ Qwantlen staff via email or a 

members-only web portal.  This report may contain privileged, confidential and personal information protected by 

obligations of confidentiality or applicable law.  Any use, disclosure, distribution or reproduction of this report or its 

contents (including any attachments) (a) by any person other than a Kwantlen member, (b) for any purpose other 

than its intended purpose, or (c) without the consent of Kwantlen First Nation or the Seyem’ Qwantlen Business 

Group, is unauthorized and strictly prohibited. 

Report on Activities – October 5, 2017 – November 1, 2017 

 

1. Our deepest condolences 

We wish to extend our deepest condolences to Kwantlen Elder Barrie Brown and his wife Bev for the 

loss of their beautiful and beloved daughter, Melanie Brown on October 11, 2017.  Our thoughts and 

prayers are with Melanie’s family at this very difficult time and we are very sorry for your loss.  Out of 

respect for the family, we did not hold our October Elder’s/Council meeting, but provided our written 

reports.  Chief Marilyn Gabriel and Michael Kelly-Gabriel spent Melanie’s last few weeks with the family, 

and we thank them immensely for their support to the family.  Melanie’s celebration of life was held 

October 15, 2017.  We thank the many hearts and hands of the Kwantlen family who assisted the Brown 

family during this time. 

 

2. FNLMA – First Nations Land Management Act Updates 

Work will commence shortly to introduce and engage in Kwantlen community consultation regarding 

some draft template laws on the topics of business licensing, community harmony/nuisance and 

fireworks regulations in accordance with the Kwantlen Land Code.  The lands committee has provided 

input into the drafting of these laws and has reviewed working drafts with our legal counsel.    Internal 

review of these laws by the Kwantlen Council started in September 2017 with recommendations to 

include some further references to Kwantlen traditional laws, values and language, and we are working 

now to make these amendments to share back with the lands committee for their review and feedback. 

With the upcoming work taking priority, we continue to temporarily park the work the committee is also 

looking at to review a draft matrimonial property law.  The concept of a Kwantlen Matrimonial property  
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law is to ensure that on reserve real property (lands and structures attached to lands) held by spouses in 

a marriage or in a common-law relationship can be fairly dealt with if the relationship ends in a way that 

is consistent with Kwantlen traditional laws and values.   

Once the above laws move closer to being established following the provisions defined in the Kwantlen 

land code, we will also soon be working on draft environmental protection related laws for Kwantlen 

lands.   

Our last lands committee meeting was held September 26, 2017.  The lands committee provided 

direction at this meeting to proceed in getting draft laws prepared for committee review in the topics of 

soil deposit and animal/pets control.  Tumia Knott is working with legal counsel Tim Howard to build 

some preliminary draft laws that we can share with our lands committee for further dialogue and input.  

Discussion was also held on a fireworks sales request from the vendor who has sold on Kwantlen lands 

in years past and direction was provided to not allow fireworks sales at Kwantlen for this year for 

Halloween.  The committee felt that there were many unanswered liability and safety risks with this 

type of operation, combined with the unwanted traffic this brings to the reserve and particularly down 

Glover Road.  Also raised were safety issues for membership as there were a couple of incidents 

occurring in years past where fireworks purchased on reserve were shot directly at community members 

living on Glover Road.  

Some further dialogue also occurred at our last lands committee meeting on a commercial office 

opportunity on IR 6, as part of where the SQ office would potentially be located at the end of Glover 

Road.  Information was shared on a concept plan for this potential development (that has been 

generally raised at past Elder’s meetings) for the purposes of seeking committee member input and 

feedback.    Committee members shared valuable and important perspectives on the importance of 

maintaining IR 6 for residence needs and privacy as a priority and we are thankful for this confirmation 

of direction. 

Work has concluded on a Phase 3 Environmental Site Assessment Project that will remediate sites of 

concern on Kwantlen reserve lands identified in previous Phase 1 and Phase 2 assessments.  This work is 

funded by INAC and part of the transition work of Kwantlen assuming land jurisdiction under land code.  

Drew Atkins has assisted in managing this project on our behalf.  We are working with INAC to address 

areas identified in the Phase 3 work in need of further remediation (this includes areas behind Joey 

Antone’s property and clean up of the old B&D fuel station on IR 6) and new areas of concern not 

addressed in recent ESA work completed (including a former historical dump site on IR 6 that wasn’t 

looked at previously and recently brought to our attention).  Another area of concern is the south 

western corner of IR 1 in Whonnock (near the Claude McDonald property). 
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Our next regular lands committee meeting is November 30, 2017, however we will be needing to 

reschedule to a different day in the week due to a conflict in scheduling with the upcoming SQ open 

house event.    

 

3.  IR 6 – discussions with the Township of Langley/Metro Vancouver 

One of the next steps regarding the land parcel recently received from the Township of Langley on IR 6  

is to begin work with the Department of Indigenous Affairs for adding this to reserve (so that the land is 

not held in fee simple, but becomes part of the reserve land base for Kwantlen).  We are currently 

working on understanding the requirements to start this process with INAC.    

We also are continuing to pursue the additional land owned on the east side of Glover Road by Metro 

Vancouver to seek its title to be transferred to Kwantlen.  These discussions will continue on into 2018. 

The Township also continues to be interested in exploring ways of working with Kwantlen on a new 

cultural space they wish to develop in Fort Langley as a potential land development/business 

opportunity.  They are also looking for Kwantlen input and potential involvement into the land the 

Township owns where the old Bedford House restaurant is.   Another area of ongoing discussion 

includes updating servicing plans for water, fire, and other municipal services on reserve, although this 

work has largely been on hold over the summer months.   In October, Tumia Knott has had further 

discussion with legal counsel, Tim Howard, to move this agreement forward and provide some redrafts 

back to the Township of Langley from the template they originally provided.     The Township also wishes 

to engage in dialogue regarding potential partnership approaches in upgrading our sports fields.   We 

will provide more information on this as discussions continue.      

The Township is looking closely at ways to continue to strengthen their relationship with Kwantlen, this 

includes looking at capacity support in assistance with planning advice and GIS (mapping) assistance that 

we may have needs for.  We are encouraged by their demonstration of generosity in this regard, and 

look forward to continued discussion on how to take best advantage of this. 

As our dialogue with Township staff grows, there has been a commitment to meet monthly with senior 

administrative staff to follow-up and touch base on various issues.  This is an important step in 

improving our government to government relationship that we wish to build with municipalities located 

within Kwantlen territory.   Our last meeting was held October 12, 2017 and our next meeting is 

scheduled for November 9, 2017.  Updates to follow in subsequent reports.   
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4. IR 5 Updates/ dialogue with City of Maple Ridge 

As mentioned in previous reports, we started work over the last fiscal year with a consultant team (with 

funding provided by INAC) on confirming cost estimates and plans to connect the Atlantic Waste site to 

municipal sewage to dispose of leachate on site (that has been deemed safe to deposit in municipal 

systems).    SQ staff will work on moving these plans forward with INAC this fiscal year.  

In October, we confirmed this year’s scope of work for continued monitoring and further exploration 

work regarding servicing with GHD, the consulting engineers who designed the AWS site closure plan, 

and have submitted this to INAC for final budget approval.   

On September 25, Tumia Knott and Brenda Fernie met with Maple Ridge planning staff to explore 

further opportunities for servicing to IR 5 and shared other updates with each other.  As our dialogue is 

increasing on many topics, Maple Ridge senior staff are interested in setting up bi-monthly meetings to 

move dialogue between us forward and encourage better collaboration and a strengthened 

relationship.  We look at this favorably to improve and strengthen our relationship for the future.  Our 

next meeting is scheduled for November 23, 2017.   

As shared previously, Maple Ridge is anticipating continued growth and is looking to expand 

“employment lands” in several areas near IR 5.  They are formalizing this and have made amendments 

to their Official Community Plan, now endorsed by their Mayor and Council.   They are ideally looking for 

an addition of 200 acres of employment lands to meet their expected demands for job creation by 2041.  

Their goal is to have 42,500 jobs by this time (currently they have 26,000 jobs).  This creates an 

opportunity to explore synergies and ways of promoting development opportunities on Kwantlen 

reserve lands that could meet Maple Ridge’s needs for this region.   

As Maple Ridge advances the concept of creating more employment lands near IR 5, they will be seeking 

funding from Metro Vancouver to bring services through Lougheed Highway from 240th Street, which 

would be ideal for Kwantlen in terms of providing accessible services to IR 5.  Unfortunately, their 

timeframe for doing this and the related process with Metro Vancouver means services remain a 

number of years away still (our estimate from our latest update is a minimum of 5 years).  As we 

continue to meet, we will encourage opportunities to speed up the momentum for services as best as 

we can, as the lack of services to IR 5 continues to deter many significant economic development 

opportunities from proceeding.  

We are working to re-open our discussions with the Ministry of Transportation to revisit our outstanding 

negotiations on the widening of the Lougheed Highway from 2 lanes to 4 lanes and met with reps to  
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discuss briefly on August 25, 2017.  We have another meeting scheduled in late November to continue 

discussions to reopen this matter.  Updates to follow in subsequent reports. 

 

5. Fraser Cedar/IR 1 updates 

As reported previously, for this current fiscal year, further remediation investigation and funding will be 

provided by INAC to address issues/clean up infrastructure at the foreshore area of the site, as well as 

investigating and remediating an area of the site where there is some slope failure occurring.   

We have worked with PGL, environmental consultants assisting with remediation tasks, and INAC over 

the month of October to confirm the language of the tender to go out in November regarding the 

necessary slope stability work on site, as well as foreshore infrastructure removal.   

The goal is for work to commence in the winter months of 2017/18 for work to be completed by March 

31, 2018. 

We continue to explore both short and long term lease interests on the site.  In the late summer, we 

acquired some appraisal information on the site to determine possible short term lease rates and are 

continuing to review viability and feasibility before further discussions with the Elder’s and Lands 

Committee tables as per the Kwantlen Land Code. 

We have also in October connected with the Ministry of Transportation and Infrastructure regarding 

urgent works they have been doing on IR 1 to repair a broken culvert.  We are expressing our frustration 

in that we feel we were not adequately consulted on the scope and intent of works prior to the works 

beginning.  Several members had noticed this work taking place and we had not been fully advised or 

informed of what was happening.  We have reached out to senior representatives to voice our concerns 

and seek a protocol to be established so this does not repeat itself in future.  

Further updates to continue in subsequent reports. 

 

6.  Forestry Updates 

Kwantlen and Katzie Nations continue to work collaboratively and with the Ministry and BC Timber Sales 

in advancing joint forestry tenure on Blue Mountain.   
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On September 6, 2017 we were advised that the province has now signed the formal Forest and Tenures 

Offer Agreement which officially awards the First Nations Woodland Licence to Kwantlen and Katzie First 

Nations!  This is long-awaited and exciting news for both communities as we gain a very sizable forestry 

tenure in areas of our shared territories.   

Technical representatives from Kwantlen and Katzie have met recently on October 24, 2017 with senior 

staff of the Ministry of Forests who confirmed an initial capacity funding commitment of $100,000 to 

assist with needed planning related to the First Nations Woodland Licence.  We look upon this 

contribution favorably to assist with necessary costs related to our joint forestry venture starting.  There 

may also be further funding contributions that the province can provide, up to a maximum contribution 

of $250,000.  We have agreed to put together a work plan and budget that will form part of an 

agreement with the province related to this funding contribution.   

We have continued over October to work with our forestry consultant on a key step going forward of 

preparing a forestry management plan to be submitted to the province and that is available for public 

comment.  As mentioned previously, both Kwantlen and Katzie have agreed to utilize Chris Gruenwald, 

forester and forestry consultant of Cascadia Environmental to assist in the drafting of this and to assist 

the Nations with the initial forestry management tasks related to the First Nations Woodland Licence.  

Chris is the forester that Kwantlen utilizes for the management of the Kwantlen woodlot.  He has 

recently employed Kwantlen community member Rhys McDowell (grandson of the late Kwantlen Elder 

Marilyn Yates) who is assisting with the drafting of our management plan and other related tasks.   

We have learned from our recent discussions with the Ministry of Forests that there is one final piece of 

consultation required prior to us moving ahead in managing our tenure.  This is related to the land 

swaps that we negotiated with the District of Mission to secure the area tenure base for the Woodland 

License, and the Ministry is estimating a 3 month window for this process to conclude.  There are no 

anticipated issues with this process, other than the time that it will take is frustrating. 

Kwantlen and Katzie will share revenues and expenses in this endeavor on a 50/50 basis.    

To recap, the Katzie-Kwantlen First Nations Woodland Licence will cover an area of 6,732 hectares, with 

a timber harvesting land base of approximately 4333 hectares.  Our Annual Allowable Cut (AAC) will be 

24,500 m3/year.  (To provide some perspective, Kwantlen’s current woodlot is 800 hectares and our 

AAC is 5,000 m3/year). 

BC Timber Sales will be involved in management and capacity assistance for the first 2-5 years of the 

tenure, and moving to a more direct Kwantlen-Katzie management of this tenure over time.   
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Further updates to follow in subsequent reports. 
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7. Kinder Morgan 

As reported previously, on October 2, 2017, seven First Nations (including Tsleil-wa-tuth, Squamish, 

Coldwater, Upper Nicola), the cities of Burnaby and Vancouver, and two environmental groups began 

litigation at the Federal Court of Appeal asking the court to overturn the federal government’s decision 

to approve the expansion of the $7.4 billion pipeline project from Edmonton to Burnaby.   

We are watching this closely to see if there may be abilities to delay and impact the project from 

proceeding.  A similar court proceeding regarding the Enbridge Northern Gateway pipeline in 2015 

ended up derailing that project.   

There continue to be several ongoing referral documents being sent to our lands department regarding 

the project, from Kinder Morgan.  They continue to proceed forward with little to no regard for 

meaningful consultation to us, and as though the project is continuing full-steam ahead.    We are being 

asked to participate in consultation on route alignments through Kwantlen territory. 

Kwantlen member Brandon Gabriel and Melinda Bige continue to raise awareness and be involved in 

several fundraising efforts to establish a healing lodge or place-marker along the Salmon River.  

On September 25, 2017, Brandon and Melinda sent out the following update: 

Sept 25th 2017 

Public Service Announcement: 

Stand with Kwantlen has officially reached its Fundraising goal of 12,000 dollars! Many 

Hey’ch’ke’s to our incredible donors! We are so thankful to all of you for taking the time out of 

your busy schedules to support our cause. To those who worked tirelessly to ensure these funds 

made it to us, we are going to carry on the hard work in your names. 

We have also made an important decision, we will be postponing our build until the Spring of 

2018. In the meantime we will be launching a Kinder Morgan Monitoring network for folks 

who are ready to get to work. More news about this launch will be coming very soon! 

Hey’ch’ke Asiem 

The Stand with Kwantlen team 
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We continue to communicate and receive updates on the Indigenous Monitoring Committee recently 

established that has been reported on previously for the Kinder Morgan project.   Attached are recent 

updates from this Committee, also provided in last month’s report.  The committee recently held a 

community member information session at Seabird Island on October 16, 2017.  They have also recently 

established a capacity fund to assist First Nations with funds they may require to respond to referrals on 

the project or to get more technical assistance on reviewing materials related to the project.  We are 

looking into this further and considering applying to this fund. 

We will continue to seek direction and provide updates on this matter in subsequent reports.  
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8.  BC Hydro 

On March 22, 2017, Council submitted an updated negotiating position reviewed with our legal counsel, 

Tim Dickson, for our outstanding Ruskin Impact Benefit Agreement Negotiations.  Several existing BC 

Hydro agreements were researched and analyzed as part of our review with legal counsel. 

We are voicing our need for an inclusive understanding and agreement on the connectivity of the Ruskin 

and Stave dams as one system, as each are dependent upon the other.  Hydro has committed to a 

Ruskin Impact Benefit Agreement (IBA) and an “enduring agreement” which will ideally enable our 

relationship with Hydro to continue to strengthen in the future.  To develop our position, we engaged an 

economist to provide a value of the hydro facilities within the Stave Watershed (Ruskin, Stave and 

Alouette (currently not operational)).   

We are looking for a significant upfront cash amount, plus annual financial contributions.  We have 

requested a land contribution for a sacred site within the Stave Reservoir, plus opportunities to acquire 

surplus Hydro lands as they become available.  We are looking for ongoing targeted employment, 

training and contracting opportunities.  We are also looking for Hydro to fund a guardian/watchman 

program for members in the reservoir, continued archeological opportunities, and public art 

commissions for Kwantlen artists.  We are also seeking to own and manage all BC Hydro recreational 

facilities within the Stave watershed, be involved with environmental/ecological projects in the 

reservoir, and fund continued Kwantlen heritage interpretation throughout the reservoir, including 

within the powerhouse museum. 

BC Hydro has advised in September that they have now reviewed the Kwantlen position shared, 

including getting some direction and a general mandate from the new Hydro CEO, Chris O’ Riley.  We 

have recently met with Hydro where they have begun to share their position on October 26 and October 

30, 2017.  They are seeking an agreement with Kwantlen that involves a combination of cash, land and 

annual contributions of funding in areas of capacity development/continued engagement with Hydro, 

archeology/environment, training/employment, land recognition in the Stave/stewards of the land, and 

procurement and economic development opportunities in exchange for long term certainty for BC 

Hydro for the life of the Ruskin project to continue to operate.  As we review this further with our legal 

counsel, we will host a separate meeting with Elders to share more specific detailed updates and get 

input and feedback as quickly as we can organize.  Hydro has shared that they wish to see this 

agreement concluded by no later than March 31, 2018, and we have agreed to commit to this 

timeframe.    

Drew Atkins and Derrick Mitchell also have been communicating and meeting with Hydro 

representatives in October to explore future contracting opportunities.  We have also been working with  
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Ruskin staff and our archeologists and Kwantlen fieldworkers on concerning erosion occurring in the 

lower Ruskin area (in the vicinity of where the old cedar baby basket was found in 2013).  Duncan 

McLaren and Brendan Grey, Kwantlen’s archeologists, are working with us and Hydro environmental 

staff to put forth some recommendations for site mitigation and data collection, and we will continue 

this dialogue this month.   

We also will be meeting with Hydro again (date to be determined) regarding their desire to dispose 

of/sell various sites in the Lower Mainland.  In the fall of 2016, we received an initial list of properties 

from BC Hydro that they are interested in disposing/selling.   We have also received appraisal reports 

from BC Hydro on these properties in late December and in the summer of 2017.  We may have some 

investors interested in partnering with us on some land development opportunities in these areas.  We 

are continuing to explore possible partnership arrangements in this regard.  BC Hydro will also provide 

an accommodation to Kwantlen for the sale of these properties within Kwantlen territory.   

We will provide further updates as discussions with BC Hydro continue. 

 

9.  Fishery Litigation Information 

As reported previously, work progresses slowly with Kwantlen, Katzie and Seabird Island Nations 

working jointly on a court challenge against DFO regarding their management of the Early Time Chinook 

fisheries.  We are particularly challenging DFO’s decision to allow marine recreational fisheries to 

continue (that impact Fraser Bound salmon) while limits are being placed on our ability and aboriginal 

right to harvest this species.  It is expected that this challenge, if successful, could have impacts in how 

DFO manages other species including sockeye. 

Because of added complexities stemming from recent litigation (expressed in previous reports), as well 

as DFO’s current position in claiming that our aboriginal rights to fish are only asserted and not proven 

rights (a stalling issue to cause more costs to this matter and to get away from the intended purpose 

and focus of the legal challenge), our legal counsel is recommending that we consider turning our 

judicial review into a full court action.   

This would add considerable time and expense to this matter, however one of the strongest benefits in 

proceeding this way is that once our fishing rights are proven, the fundamental issue of whether the 

Crown is managing the Early Timed Chinook fishery in a manner consistent with the priority provided an 

established aboriginal fishing right would be clearly before the Court.  Legal counsel is also anticipating  
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the magnitude of this action to be significant, and likely would be a matter that would head to the BC 

Court of Appeal and likely the Supreme Court of Canada.   

The expenses of this would be significant (estimated at $100K/year for next 3 years).  We need to 

contemplate whether we want to continue on with this action and seek Elder’s input and direction in 

this regard.  Seabird Island and Katzie are going through their internal processes to determine their 

direction on proceeding further.  Our legal counsel is finetuning their estimate on costs and aim to have 

this to us soon (as of the date of this report, we have not received). 

We hosted a community information session on the litigation strategy and seeking next steps on 

September 14, 2017 with our legal counsel at the Kwantlen Cultural Centre.  This was well attended by 

fishers and Elders. We have also sent out correspondence shared at this meeting with our legal counsel 

with members via email distribution.  At a future Elder’s meeting, we will seek a formal 

direction/resolution from our Elders to proceed with this matter as a court action or not.   

In the meantime, we have worked with our legal counsel who has recommended the following as next 

steps:   

a. We get Canada’s agreement to put this matter into abeyance for 6 months until we have 
finalized instructions as to whether, and on whose behalf, we will convert some or all of the 
issues identified in the JR into an Action; and/or 

b. failing agreement by the Crown, we seek the Courts agreement to put this matter over for 6 
months. 

  

More information to follow in subsequent reports. 

 

10. Referrals 

We continue to be involved in discussions with the province and Translink regarding various Highway 

related works and the Patullo Bridge Replacement Project, amongst several other referrals.   

As reported previously, representatives from Kwantlen, Katzie and Semiahmoo met on September 11 

and October 2, 2017 with Translink senior officials to discuss the Nations desire to seek meaningful 

procurement/contracting opportunities with respect to the project.  The meeting in October with the 

project director for the bridge replacement was held in response to a letter the Nations sent in early 

September on this topic.  Internal dialogue between the Nations is also occurring to identify capacity,  
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existing partnerships and exploring ways to collaborate and work together on procurement 

opportunities.  These discussions will be ongoing.   

The three Nations of Kwantlen, Katzie and Semiahmoo also continue dialogue regarding a disposal of a 

large federal crown land parcel on 192nd and 32nd Street in Surrey.  The Nations are wishing to work 

collaboratively on this proposed land disposition to maximize the efficiency of consultation efforts and 

to seek an appropriate accommodation.  The Nations will also explore opportunities available to acquire 

this property.  There are other Crown land dispositions being proposed by the province in areas around 

the 216th overpass and the South Fraser Perimeter Road that we are jointly discussing and reviewing.   

More details to follow as our discussions continue.   

Drew Atkins, Tumia Knott and Marilyn Carpenter attended a site visit with reps from the province on 

October 17, 2017 to review a proposed renewal of a long term land lease at Rocky Point for a barging 

service.  We are concerned with significant debris on site and environmental issues and have raised this 

with the province in suggesting a short term interim arrangement until the tenant can demonstrate 

mitigation of these issues. 

 

11. Stave West 

We continue to be actively involved in ongoing Stave West discussions with the District of Mission.  

Drew Atkins attended the last Stave West leadership team meeting on October 26, 2017.   

As reported over the last few months, the province has funded some additional camping space in the 

Stave West area this summer and plans are to finish this work in spring, 2018.  The first phase of new 

campground development is a motorized camping area at 79 mile Creek (also known as Rock Creek -  60 

sites).  In addition, an equestrian campground area at Kearsley Creek (60 sites) and 32 sites at Rocky 

Point is planned for the spring (some work at Rocky Point has commenced already by the province).    

Discussions with the province and the District of Mission are for the province to enter into agreements 

with Seyem’ Qwantlen to manage these areas in addition to the already existing Sayres Lake 

Campground area.    

We were advised in late June (rather suddenly) by the province that work was commencing at the 79 

mile creek site, and the goal of the province was for some campgrounds to be open/available in July 

2017.    There have been several frustrations and complexities that SQ staff have had to be involved in as 

a result of this rushed timeline. Brenda Fernie has reached out to senior staff at the province in 

September and this has continued in October to voice our frustrations and seek some resolution  
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including a more reasonable timeframe for campgrounds to open to the public.  The feedback from the 

province to us has been supportive, and our discussions will continue to address our issues and 

concerns.  Seyem’ Qwantlen will pursue further discussions with the province to confirm potential 

financial commitments for these new developments and get support for more value-added 

opportunities to these campground areas to add to the overall viability and sustainability of managing 

these areas. 

Over the month of October, the province has issued a tender for campground construction related work 

at Kearsley Creek and Rocky Point to begin over the winter, and we have had ongoing discussion with 

the province and the District of Mission regarding this tender and the plans going forward.   

In addition, we recently met in October with the District of Mission and have agreed to refocus on the 

management structure of Stave West and areas beyond that encompass Mission’s Tree Farm Licence 

area.  We have agreed to work on establishing and entering into a management agreement between the 

District of Mission and Kwantlen to oversee additional recreational and other uses in this area as a 

government to government agreement to assist with ongoing discussions and engagement with the 

province through their involvement with rec sites and forestry in the area.  We look on this agreement 

favorably in continuing to strengthen our presence and governmental role in the overall management of 

this important area.   

Further discussions are also being scheduled (date to be confirmed) with the province to discuss the 

potential section 58 order that the province will set to limit recreational vehicle access to the mud flats 

area of Stave West.  We need to fully understand the details of this order and the potential issues with 

long time users of this area that will likely arise as a result of this order being implemented. 

The Stave West group applied for some grant funding for “sister tree” planting events to take place in 

Mission and Kwantlen (on McMillan Island), in partnership with the Mission School District to 

acknowledge the strong partnerships and relationship building occurring between Kwantlen and 

Mission.  Events were held in Mission on October 4 and at Kwantlen on October 11, 2017.   
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Pictures from October 11, 2017 tree planting event at Kwantlen First Nation park. 

More updates to follow in subsequent reports. 

 

12.  South Surrey Land Development Opportunity 

Based on past updates in SQ reporting to our Elder’s/Council, SQ is moving forward in a land 

development opportunity in South Surrey on a 6 acre parcel of land on 176th street near the US Border.  

SQ is proceeding as a 25% investor in this project, with net financial returns expected in 2019/20.  This is 

a continued opportunity to expand our capacity and experience in off-reserve land development as well 

as provide a revenue source for the community.  We have sought input from legal counsel and other 

professionals to guide our involvement in this land development.  This land will need to be rezoned and 

approved by the Surrey City Council for approximately 60 residential townhomes and a multi-story 

independent living care facility/complex, with teaching space and partnerships with Kwantlen 

Polytechnic University.   Preliminary feedback from the City of Surrey has been positive and supportive 

of this proposed development, although there is concern that the townhome development takes away 

from the preferred zoning of the area being for mixed employment.  We have been advised that we 

need to clearly demonstrate tangible benefits for mixed employment in the development concept for 

this parcel. 

The concept plan was presented formally to the Mayor and Council of Surrey on April 24, 2017 and it 

was recommended to be further discussed with the planning department to address the concern of the 

development not meeting the full criteria for mixed employment.   A meeting with the planning 

department was held on May 11, 2017 to further review the concept and articulate the employment 

opportunities generating from the development.  On June 15, 2017 a follow-up meeting was scheduled  
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with three Surrey Council members to further discuss, and Derrick Mitchell attended a secondary follow-

up meeting with our partner group, Isle of Mann, later in June.  Further meetings with planning staff and 

other Council members also took place in July, 2017.   

The concept was reintroduced at the July 24, 2017 Surrey Council meeting and received support to 

proceed further in the rezoning process; supported by the Mayor and 5/7 Council members based on 

clarified information being provided about the mixed employment opportunities that would be realized 

as a result of this development.  This is positive news, and brings us a bit closer in getting required city 

approval for this land development project.  Over the past few months, we have been advised that 

planning staff from the city of Surrey are working on a report that will be submitted to Council on the 

project indicating the planning department’s assessment of the proposed development meeting or not 

meeting the city’s zoning on site for mixed employment.   This report has been delayed, and we 

anticipate the Council not reviewing things until early in the new year.   

As mentioned previously, zoning work has been the focus of activities on this project over the summer 

and will continue now into the fall and winter.  More updates to follow.  

 

13.  Jackson Ridge Updates 

As shared previously, the final phase of the Jackson Ridge development has been serviced and 

developed this summer 2017!  There remains some remaining work to this end to be completed over 

the fall.  We negotiated a financial deal for all of the remaining lots in August 2017.  This transaction 

closed at the end of September, 2017. This will assist with needed revenue for Kwantlen First Nation.   

 

14.   Seyem’ Qwantlen Office Move/New Opportunity Exploration IR 6 

As reported in past month’s reports, we spent time this summer exploring the possible opportunity of a 

larger office space with other tenants in the proposed new Seyem’ Qwantlen office space (to relocate 

out of the flood threat area where the offices are currently located) to the end of Glover Road. 

Details on this concept were presented to the lands committee at their last regular meeting held 

September 26 to gain initial feedback.  Several perspectives were shared, and many around the table 

expressed concerns over impacts to residential and community uses on IR 6 of inviting other tenants to 

this site.   These concerns have also been raised by the Kwantlen Council.  There has been some  
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community support shared for the SQ office only to be relocated to this area, but not other businesses 

or uses.  We appreciate this feedback, as this helps confirm direction on projects and priorities for SQ.   

We again acknowledge that once a land use plan is created and adopted by Kwantlen for IR 6, based on 

a process of community consultation and approval, that this can provide and confirm further direction 

for future activities on IR 6.  We further acknowledge that all uses would need to be approved through 

the required community approval processes set forth in the Kwantlen land code.   

 

15.   Elk Hunting 2017 

Kwantlen has been allocated a suggested 3 Elk from the upper Stave this year.  The province has 

indicated that this is equivalent to approximately 50% of the total allowable elk harvest within the 

Upper Stave River area while meeting the conservation requirements for elk.  Hunting season begins on 

October 10 to November 20, 2017.  We understand that one Kwantlen hunting party successfully 

harvested 2 Elk; intended to be shared between two Kwantlen hunters.    If you are interested in getting 

more information, including putting your name on a list for a hunting opportunity for this season or next 

season, please speak with Drew Atkins or Marilyn Carpenter at the Seyem’ Qwantlen office. 

 

16.  “We are Kwantlen” book project 

Tumia Knott and Jane Watt met in September to review remaining items to conclude the coffee-table 

style visual book project that has been ongoing in its development over the last few years.   A solid 

working draft is complete, and Jane is working to get more individual Kwantlen member perspective and 

commentary throughout the publication.  She has recently been reaching out to several Kwantlen 

members for this input.  We are working to have this work finalized so that the book can be published in 

early 2018. 

 

17.  Surrey Museum  – indigenous space and seeking Kwantlen artists for public art initiatives. 

Please refer to updates in Brenda Fernie’s report regarding the Surrey Museum project we are involved 

with.   

The City of Surrey is looking for interest from experienced Kwantlen, Katzie and Semiahmoo artists to 

participate in public art opportunities within the City.  If you have not already been contacted by us, and  
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are interested, please be in touch with Marilyn Carpenter at the Seyem’ Qwantlen office for more 

information. 

 

18.  Surrey Art Gallery -  exhibit by artist Marianne Nicolson, featuring Kwantlen/Semiahmoo 

pictographs and historical references. 

Kwantlen artist Brandon Gabriel, and community member Drew Atkins worked and provided some 

background context and information on a current exhibition at the Urban Screen, an outdoor digital 

media venue at the Chuck Bailey Recreation Centre, 13458 107 A Avenue, Surrey.  We encourage our 

Kwantlen family to see this exhibit, if they can and are interested.  It runs from September 28 – January 

7, 2018 

 

As described on the City of Surrey website: 

Referencing the pictograph as a way of recording stories on the land, Marianne Nicolson’s newly-created 

animation for UrbanScreen speaks to the seizure of Indigenous lands. 

Nicolson has explored the pictograph in previous works, including in her early large scale mural Cliff 

Painting (1998) and more recently in her banner project Inquiry to the Newcomers (2017). The 

originating images for the latter work are based on a real pictograph that exists at the mouth of the 

Kingcome River in coastal BC, home of the Dzawada̱'enux̱w People, and depicts original contact with 

trade ships in 1792. Other Nations local to Surrey share histories of contact, reserve commissions, and 

processes of dispossession. The artist’s UrbanScreen work is informed by this as well as research into 

Kwantlen and Semiahmoo pictographs. Nicolson’s work celebrates the re-emergence of Indigenous 

Peoples’ voices while articulating that there can be no true reconciliation between Indigenous and settler 

societies without an acknowledgement of Indigenous Peoples’ displacement from their lands. 
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19.  Welcome to the Elder’s Table! 

We wish to extend a warm welcome to the newest member of our Elder’s Table, Kwantlen member 

Kelly Yates, son of the late Kwantlen Elder Marilyn Yates, brother to Kwantlen Elder Carolynne Kelly and 

nephew to Kwantlen Elder Barrie Brown.  We are excited to see our table expand and welcome you! 


