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SQ/Council Updates * - September 8, 2017 – prepared by Tumia Knott 

* This report contains information relevant to Kwantlen First Nation and the Seyem’ Qwantlen Business Group 

intended for distribution to Kwantlen Elders and members to be updated on monthly activities reviewed at monthly 

Elder’s/Council meetings and distributed to Kwantlen members and Kwantlen/Seyem’ Qwantlen staff via email or a 

members-only web portal.  This report may contain privileged, confidential and personal information protected by 

obligations of confidentiality or applicable law.  Any use, disclosure, distribution or reproduction of this report or its 

contents (including any attachments) (a) by any person other than a Kwantlen member, (b) for any purpose other 

than its intended purpose, or (c) without the consent of Kwantlen First Nation or the Seyem’ Qwantlen Business 

Group, is unauthorized and strictly prohibited. 

Report on Activities – August 3, 2017 – September 7, 2017 

 

1. FNLMA – First Nations Land Management Act Updates 

Work will commence this fall to introduce and engage in Kwantlen community consultation regarding 

some draft template laws on the topics of business licensing, community harmony/nuisance and 

fireworks regulations in accordance with the Kwantlen Land Code.  The lands committee has provided 

input into the drafting of these laws and has reviewed working drafts with our legal counsel.     

With the upcoming work taking priority, we continue to temporarily park the work the committee is also 

looking at to review a draft matrimonial property law.  The concept of a Kwantlen Matrimonial property 

law is to ensure that on reserve real property (lands and structures attached to lands) held by spouses in 

a marriage or in a common-law relationship can be fairly dealt with if the relationship ends in a way that 

is consistent with Kwantlen traditional laws and values.   

Once the above laws move closer to being established following the provisions defined in the Kwantlen 

land code, we will also soon be working on draft environmental protection related laws for Kwantlen 

lands. 

Our lands department is working to implement an interim process to deal with managing how soil loads 

get permitted/authorized for residential and other purposes on reserve until such time as we have a law 

that can address this more fully.  This is to ensure that loads being brought on reserve are not hazardous 

to cause ground or water contamination.   
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Work has concluded on a Phase 3 Environmental Site Assessment Project that will remediate sites of 

concern on Kwantlen reserve lands identified in previous Phase 1 and Phase 2 assessments.  This work is 

funded by INAC and part of the transition work of Kwantlen assuming land jurisdiction under land code.  

Drew Atkins has assisted in managing this project on our behalf.  We will be continuing dialogue with 

INAC over the fall to address areas identified in the Phase 3 work in need of further remdiation (this 

includes areas behind Joey Antone’s property and clean up of the old B&D fuel station on IR 6) and new 

areas of concern not addressed in recent ESA work completed (for eg., a former historical dump site on 

IR 6 that wasn’t looked at previously and recently brought to our attention).  Another area of concern is 

the south western corner of IR 1 in Whonnock (near the Claude McDonald property). 

We have utilized the summer months to finetune our roles and responsibilities, particularly 

acknowledging we are less one in our department with Ashley’s absence (as she is on maternity leave 

until July, 2018).   

Unfortunately, during this transition time, we are losing a bit of momentum on our internal project with 

our lands department from SQ working with staff from Kwantlen on developing a Kwantlen Lands 

Inventory Database.  We are working on building the framework for this database system that will be 

equivalent to a Kwantlen lands registry with consolidated and stored written and map identified 

information on a variety of Kwantlen lands related items.  As our new team gets settled into roles, we 

will be able to focus more on this task in the coming months. 

Our next regular lands committee meeting is September 28, 2017.   

 

2.  IR 6 – discussions with the Township of Langley 

We are pleased to announce that the official transfer of land back from the Township of Langley to 

Kwantlen on the 3.5 acre corner property east of Glover Road on McMillan Island near the Jacob Haldi 

Bridge is now complete (effective mid-August 2017).  The land is now officially Kwantlen held title!! 

Our recent involvement and discussions with the Township on the disposition of this parcel has been 

ongoing for over the last year, and efforts previously by the current Council and past Councils to see this 

land returned have been ongoing for the past several decades.  We are very pleased with this result for 

our future generations! 
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The next steps regarding this land parcel include beginning to work with the Department of Indigenous 

Affairs for adding this to reserve (so that the land is not held in fee simple, but becomes part of the 

reserve land base for Kwantlen) and also working with Metro Vancouver, to discuss the land parcel they 

hold east of Glover Road adjacent to IR 6.   Brenda Fernie from SQ has had some preliminary dialogue 

with reps from Metro to this end, and a follow up meeting has been scheduled for September 14, 2017.  

The Township has recently sent correspondence to Metro Vancouver to open this dialogue and will also 

be attending this meeting.    

The Township also continues to be interested in exploring ways of working with Kwantlen on a new 

cultural space they wish to develop in Fort Langley as a potential land development/business 

opportunity.  They are also looking for Kwantlen input and potential involvement into the land the 

Township owns where the old Bedford House restaurant is.   Another area of ongoing discussion 

includes updating servicing plans for water, fire, and other municipal services on reserve.   Tumia Knott 

is working with legal counsel, Tim Howard, on reviewing a draft services agreement provided to us by 

the Township however this work has been on hold over the summer months.  The Township also wishes 

to engage in dialogue regarding potential partnership approaches in upgrading our sports fields.   We 

will provide more information on this as discussions continue.      

As our dialogue with Township staff grows, there has been a commitment to meet monthly with senior 

staff to follow-up and touch base on various issues.  This is an important step in improving our 

government to government relationship that we wish to build with municipalities located within 

Kwantlen territory.   Our last meeting was held July 13, 2017 and our next meeting is September 14, 

2017.  Updates to follow in subsequent reports.   
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3. IR 5 Updates 

As mentioned in previous reports, we started work over the last fiscal year with a consultant team (with 

funding provided by INAC) on confirming cost estimates and plans to connect the Atlantic Waste site to 

municipal sewage to dispose of leachate on site (that has been deemed safe to deposit in municipal 

systems).    SQ staff will work on moving these plans forward with INAC this fiscal year.  We met with 

INAC representatives on August 10, 2017 to discuss and confirm this year’s scope of work for continued 

monitoring and further exploration work regarding servicing. 
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On September 25, we will be continuing to meet with Maple Ridge planning staff to explore further 

opportunities for servicing to IR 5.  As shared previously, Maple Ridge is anticipating continued growth 

and is looking to expand “employment lands” in several areas near IR 5.  They are formalizing this by 

making amendments to their Official Community Plan and engaging currently in several community 

consultation initiatives on this concept.  They are ideally looking for an addition of 200 acres of 

employment lands to meet their expected demands for job creation by 2041.  Their goal is to have 

42,500 jobs by this time (currently they have 26,000 jobs).  This creates an opportunity to explore 

synergies and ways of promoting development opportunities on Kwantlen reserve lands that could meet 

Maple Ridge’s needs for this region.  We have recently learned that as Maple Ridge advances the 

concept of creating more employment lands near IR 5, they will likely be seeking funding from Metro 

Vancouver to bring services through Lougheed Highway, which would be ideal for Kwantlen in terms of 

providing accessible services to IR 5.   

We are working to re-open our discussions with the Ministry of Transportation to revisit our outstanding 

negotiations on the widening of the Lougheed Highway from 2 lanes to 4 lanes and met with reps to 

discuss briefly on August 25, 2017.  Updates to follow in subsequent reports. 

 

4. Fraser Cedar Updates 

As reported previously, for this current fiscal year, further remediation investigation and funding will be 

provided by INAC to address issues/clean up infrastructure at the foreshore area of the site, as well as 

investigating and remediating an area of the site where there is some slope failure occurring.   

Some current site updates include: 

PGL (site environmental consultants) have recently finished a confirmation of remediation report, 

documenting all of the recent environmental remediation work on the site over the last fiscal year.  This 

has been submitted to INAC.  Work is continuing on the Human Health Environmental Risk Assessment 

aspect of environmental reporting which will conclude in August, 2017. 

There are three main tasks at the site remaining for this fiscal year.  These are summarized below and 

include: 
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Main Task General Scope Status Proposed Next steps Status of 

Estimated Costs 

Slope Stability 

Work 

- Repair failing 
slope that is 
present in central 
portion of Site 

- Three options 
available; 1) 
Excavate and re-
grade slope 2) 
Partially excavate 
and replace with 
lock-block wall, 3) 
Partially excavate 
and replace with 
flex-wall 

- Contractor 
Class C 
estimate 
provided. 

- Consultant 
Class C 
provided as 
per column to 
the left. 

1. Kwantlen to 
decide on repair 
option (NOTE: 
LOCKBLOCK 
Option has been 
selected with 
INAC/PGL) 

2. PGL to provide 
work plan/cost 
estimate for 
consultant 
portion of work 
(Permitting and 
Environmental 
Monitoring)  

3. Apply for FLNRO 
approval 

Contractor: 

Class C estimate 

provided. Ranges 

from $454 - $533K 

Consultant: 

Class C Estimate*: 

~$50K 

 

 

 

 

Infrastructure 

Removal 

Remove remaining 

infrastructure onsite 

and along Site 

foreshore 

- Contractor 
cost estimate 
provided. 

- Consultant 
Class C 
provided as 
per column to 
the left. 

1. PGL to provide 
work plan/cost 
estimate for 
consultant 
portion of work 
(Permitting and 
Environmental 
Monitoring)  

2. Apply for FLNRO 
approval 
 

Contractor: 

Cost estimate - 

$506K 

Consultant: Class C 

estimate*: 

~$50K 
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Off-Site 

Soil/Sediment 

Investigation/

Remediation 

- Investigate 
sediment quality 
down-gradient of 
former mill 
(western portion 
of foreshore area) 

- Determine path 
forward related to 
sediment 
remediation in 
this area 

- Sediment 
investigation 
completed. 
Preliminary 
results show 
limited 
impacts 

- Soil 
remediation 
required along 
lower road 
(offsite 
portion) as per 
remediation 
data of 
excavation 
limits in this 
area and 
former Site 
data. 

1. PGL to provide 
sediment 
investigation 
results report 
with options for 
remediation. 

2. Kwantlen/ INAC 
to determine 
approach for 
remediation of 
sediment based 
on 
recommendations
/ 
options presented 
in PGL report 

3. Apply for FLNRO 
approval 

Difficult to 

determine prior to 

knowing approach 

for this 

area.  Prelim. 

Estimates:  

Contractor: 

Remediation of soil 

from lower road 

area: $150K 

Remediation of 

sediment from 

foreshore area 

(note this may not 

be required, but 

approach still to be 

determined): $50K 

Consultant: 

$50K 

 

Next steps include arranging for required permitting through DFO and the province.  The window for 

this work will be the fall and through February, 2018.   

As mentioned in last month’s report, SQ staff have recently received a lease inquiry from a Squamish 

First Nation owned construction company called New Elevation Construction  

o They are looking at a 3-5 year lease of the former Fraser Cedar location 
o Site would be used storing rebar, constructing concrete forms and logistics 
o A non-permanent dome structure would be erected to store the rebar and forms 
o More details to follow as we investigate further 
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In August, we acquired some appraisal information on the site to determine possible short term lease 

rates and are continuing to review viability and feasibility before further discussions with the Elder’s and 

Lands Committee tables as per the Kwantlen Land Code. 

Further updates to continue in subsequent reports. 

 

5.  Forestry Updates 

Kwantlen and Katzie Nations continue to work collaboratively and with the Ministry and BC Timber Sales 

in seeking joint forestry tenure on Blue Mountain.   

On September 6, 2017 we were advised that the province has now signed the formal Forest and Tenures 

Offer Agreement which officially awards the First Nations Woodland Licence to Kwantlen and Katzie First 

Nations!  This is long-awaited and exciting news for both communities as we gain a very sizable forestry 

tenure in areas of our shared territories.   

Kwantlen and Katzie will be meeting immediately to confirm management structures and how we will 

collaborate on overall administration and other tasks related to this tenure now being awarded.   

To recap, the Katzie-Kwantlen First Nations Woodland Licence will cover an area of 6,732 hectares, with 

a timber harvesting land base of approximately 4333 hectares.  Our Annual Allowable Cut (AAC) will be 

24,500 m3/year.  (To provide some perspective, Kwantlen’s current woodlot is 800 hectares and our 

AAC is 5,000 m3/year). 

BC Timber Sales will be involved in management and capacity assistance for the first 2-5 years of the 

tenure, and moving to a more direct Kwantlen-Katzie management of this tenure over time.   

On another forestry related matter, work commenced with our Forestry Consultant (Chris Gruenwald) 

on harvesting/silviculture activity in the Kwantlen woodlot in June 2017 but had to cease as a result of 

the forest fire risk in July 2017.  It is concluding over the month of September.  Seyem’ Qwantlen has 

also been able to secure the timber harvest on a BCH right of way that bordered our woodlot which 

increases harvested timber and projected revenues when we are able to commence harvesting activity 

again.   

Drew Atkins and our forestry consultant, Chris Gruenwald attended a Joint Working Group meeting with 

Katzie and the BCIT Woodlot Society with respect to the BCIT Woodlot and sharing information and 

working collaboratively with them on forestry related matters on August 29, 2017. 

Further updates to follow in subsequent reports. 
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6. Kinder Morgan 

On August 10, 2017, the BC NDP government hired former judge Thomas Berger to provide legal advice 

as it seeks intervener status in the legal challenges against the project filed by municipalities and First 

Nations.  We are watching the provincial process closely to see if there may be abilities to delay and 

impact the project from proceeding.   

There continue to be several ongoing referral documents being sent to our lands department regarding 

the project, from Kinder Morgan.  They continue to proceed forward with little to no regard for 

meaningful consultation to us.   

There are no updates to report this month on initiatives of the Indigenous Monitoring Committee 

recently established that has been reported on previously. 

Kwantlen member Brandon Gabriel and Melinda Bige continue to raise awareness and be involved in 

several fundraising efforts to establish a healing lodge or placemarker along the Salmon River; however 

have taken a pause on efforts over the later part of summer.  This is consistent with other efforts by 

other First Nations due largely to many Nations in the province having to tend to wildfire threats to their 

communities, combined with not being clear on the new provincial government’s next steps with 

regards to the project.  Efforts and energy will pick up on this in the Fall. 

We will continue to seek direction and provide updates on this matter in subsequent reports.  

 

7.  BC Hydro 

On March 22, 2017, Council submitted an updated negotiating position reviewed with our legal counsel, 

Tim Dickson, for our outstanding Ruskin Impact Benefit Agreement Negotiations.  Several existing BC 

Hydro agreements were researched and analyzed as part of our review with legal counsel. 

We are voicing our need for an inclusive understanding and agreement on the connectivity of the Ruskin 

and Stave dams as one system, as each are dependent upon the other.  Hydro has committed to a 

Ruskin Impact Benefit Agreement (IBA) and an “enduring agreement” which will ideally enable our 

relationship with Hydro to continue to strengthen in the future.  To develop our position, we engaged an 

economist to provide a value of the hydro facilities within the Stave Watershed (Ruskin, Stave and 

Alouette (currently not operational)).   

We are looking for a significant upfront cash amount, plus annual financial contributions.  We have 

requested a land contribution for a sacred site within the Stave Reservoir, plus opportunities to acquire  
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surplus Hydro lands as they become available.  We are looking for ongoing targeted employment, 

training and contracting opportunities.  We are also looking for Hydro to fund a guardian/watchman 

program for members in the reservoir, continued archeological opportunities, and public art 

commissions for Kwantlen artists.  We are also seeking to own and manage all BC Hydro recreational 

facilities within the Stave watershed, be involved with environmental/ecological projects in the 

reservoir, and fund continued Kwantlen heritage interpretation throughout the reservoir, including 

within the powerhouse museum. 

BC Hydro has advised that they are closely reviewing the Kwantlen position shared, and will get back to 

us shortly.  They have advised that there have been multiple internal meetings and dialogue to discuss 

various aspects of our proposal.  They have been telling us this for the past number of months, and since 

the last report, there are no updates in this regard.    

As reported previously, we have been advised that the Hydro recommended offer back to Kwantlen was 

presented to new Hydro CEO Chris O’Riley on August 2, 2017 for his official direction of this to be 

presented to Kwantlen, and we should hear very shortly where Hydro sits with our offer presented in 

March.   

We will be meeting with Hydro again in September regarding their desire to dispose of/sell various sites 

in the Lower Mainland.  In the fall of 2016, we received an initial list of properties from BC Hydro that 

they are interested in disposing/selling.   We have also received appraisal reports from BC Hydro on 

these properties in late December.  We may have some investors interested in partnering with us on 

some land development opportunities in these areas.  We are continuing to explore possible partnership 

arrangements in this regard.  BC Hydro will also provide an accommodation to Kwantlen for the sale of 

these properties within Kwantlen territory.   

We will provide further updates as discussions with BC Hydro continue. 

 

8.  Fishery Litigation Information 

As reported previously, work progresses slowly with Kwantlen, Katzie and Seabird Island Nations 

working jointly on a court challenge against DFO regarding their management of the Early Time Chinook 

fisheries.  We are particularly challenging DFO’s decision to allow marine recreational fisheries to 

continue (that impact Fraser Bound salmon) while limits are being placed on our ability and aboriginal 

right to harvest this species.  It is expected that this challenge, if successful, could have impacts in how 

DFO manages other species including sockeye. 
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Because of added complexities stemming from recent litigation (expressed in previous reports), as well 

as DFO’s current position in making our judicial review action complicated (for example, arguing the fact 

that we have aboriginal rights to fish, claiming these are asserted rights, a stalling issue to cause more 

costs to this matter and to get away from the intended purpose and focus of the legal challenge), our 

legal counsel is recommending that we consider turning our judicial review into a full court action.   

This would add considerable time and expense to this matter, however one of the strongest benefits in 

proceeding this way is that once our fishing rights are proven (and which there is no doubt could be 

proven), the fundamental issue of whether the Crown is managing the Early Timed Chinook fishery in a 

manner consistent with the priority provided an established aboriginal fishing right would be clearly 

before the Court.  Legal counsel is also anticipating the magnitude of this action to be significant, and 

likely would be a matter that would head to the BC Court of Appeal and likely the Supreme Court of 

Canada.   

The expenses of this would be significant (estimated at $100K/year for next 3 years).  We need to 

contemplate whether we want to continue on with this action and seek Elder’s input and direction in 

this regard.  Seabird Island and Katzie are going through their internal processes to determine their 

direction on proceeding further.   

On August 30, 2017 an informal meeting was held with representatives from the Nations and a Special 

Assistant to the Minister of Fisheries and Oceans to discuss the Nations’ concerns further.  This meeting 

was set up in response to a letter sent on July 17, 2017 by Chiefs of Kwantlen, Katzie and Seabird Island 

to the Minister of Fisheries and Oceans and several other government officials requesting a meeting 

immediately and documenting our collective concerns with fisheries management issues.   

We are hosting a community information session on the litigation strategy and seeking next steps on 

September 14, 2017 from 5-7:30 with our legal counsel at the Kwantlen Cultural Centre.    

More information to follow in subsequent reports. 

 

9. Referrals 

We continue to be involved in discussions with the province regarding the George Massey Tunnel 

Replacement, and with Translink on the Patullo Bridge Replacement Project, amongst several other 

referrals.  Please see report from Lands Department prepared for greater details on infrastructure 

projects and other referral material being reviewed/processed. 
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Reps from Kwantlen, Katzie and Semiahmoo met on August 16, 2017 to continue dialogue regarding a 

disposal of a large federal crown land parcel on 192nd and 32nd Street in Surrey.  The Nations are wishing 

to work collaboratively on this proposed land disposition to maximize the efficiency of consultation 

efforts and to seek an appropriate accommodation.  The Nations will also explore opportunities 

available to acquire this property.  There are other Crown land dispositions being proposed by the 

province in areas around the 216th overpass and the South Fraser Perimeter Road that we are jointly 

discussing and reviewing.  The Nations collectively met with representatives from the City of Surrey who 

are interested in providing some public art opportunities for the Nations in some community facilities.  

More details to follow as our discussions continue.   

Our Lands Department staff at SQ, intend to finalize a consultation and accommodation policy this 

summer to guide future referral management with proponents and government.  With Ashley’s 

maternity leave, this has unfortunately been delayed.  Significant effort has gone into drafting this policy 

and we are excited for this to be rolled out, as we feel it will be very helpful in future 

consultation/accommodation discussions.  A formal legal review has now been completed and we 

expect to be implementing this policy very soon. 

 

10. Stave West 

We continue to be actively involved in ongoing Stave West discussions with the District of Mission.  

Meetings have slowed down over the summer, but will pick up again in September.  One Stave West 

team meeting was hosted at Kwantlen on August 22, 2017. 

As reported over the last few months, the province is funding additional camping space in the Stave 

West area.  The first phase of new campground development will be a motorized camping area at 79 

mile Creek (60 sites), and an equestrian campground area at Kearsley Creek (60 sites).  We were advised 

in late June (rather suddenly) by the province that work was commencing at the 79 mile creek site, and 

the goal of the province was for some campgrounds to be open/available in July 2017.    There have 

been several frustrations and complexities that SQ staff have had to be involved in as a result of this 

rushed timeline.  

We are working through the details to establish a management agreement between the province and 

SQBG to manage and operate these areas, in addition to the existing Sayres Lake area.   Seyem’ 

Qwantlen will pursue further discussions with the province to seek potential financial commitments for 

these new developments and get support for more value-added opportunities to these campground 

areas to add to the overall viability and sustainability of managing these areas.   We are also leading 

archeological work in these proposed campground sites prior to construction. 
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A draft management agreement has been prepared between the District of Mission, the province and 

Kwantlen to oversee additional recreational and other uses in this area as a tripartite government to 

government agreement.  We look on this agreement favorably in continuing to strengthen our presence 

and governmental role in the overall management of this important area. 

More updates to follow in subsequent reports. 

 

11.  South Surrey Land Development Opportunity 

Based on past updates in SQ reporting to our Elder’s/Council, SQ is moving forward in a land 

development opportunity in South Surrey on a 6 acre parcel of land on 176th street near the US Border.  

SQ is proceeding as a 25% investor in this project, with net financial returns expected in 2019/20.  This is 

a continued opportunity to expand our capacity and experience in off-reserve land development as well 

as provide a revenue source for the community.  We have sought input from legal counsel and other 

professionals to guide our involvement in this land development.  This land will need to be rezoned and 

approved by the Surrey City Council for approximately 60 residential townhomes and a multi-story 

independent living care facility/complex, with teaching space and partnerships with Kwantlen 

Polytechnic University.   Preliminary feedback from the City of Surrey has been positive and supportive 

of this proposed development, although there is concern that the townhome development takes away 

from the preferred zoning of the area being for mixed employment.  We have been advised that we 

need to clearly demonstrate tangible benefits for mixed employment in the development concept for 

this parcel. 

The concept plan was presented formally to the Mayor and Council of Surrey on April 24, 2017 and it 

was recommended to be further discussed with the planning department to address the concern of the 

development not meeting the full criteria for mixed employment.   A meeting with the planning 

department was held on May 11, 2017 to further review the concept and articulate the employment 

opportunities generating from the development.  On June 15, 2017 a follow-up meeting was scheduled 

with three Surrey Council members to further discuss, and Derrick Mitchell attended a secondary follow-

up meeting with our partner group, Isle of Mann, later in June.  Further meetings with planning staff and 

other Council members also took place in July, 2017.   

The concept was reintroduced at the July 24, 2017 Surrey Council meeting and received support to 

proceed further in the rezoning process; supported by the Mayor and 5/7 Council members based on 

clarified information being provided about the mixed employment opportunities that would be realized 

as a result of this development.  This is positive news, and brings us a bit closer in getting required city  
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approval for this land development project.  In September, a report is anticipated from the Surrey City 

planning staff that will be submitted to Council on the project indicating the planning department’s 

assessment of the development meeting or not meeting the city’s zoning on site for mixed employment.   

This may trigger some additional meetings with Councillors to continue to work this development 

forward. 

As mentioned previously, zoning work will be the focus of activities on this project over the summer.  

More updates to follow.  

 

12.  Jackson Ridge Updates 

As shared in last month’s report, the final phase of the Jackson Ridge development is being serviced and 

developed this summer 2017! 

We have received an offer that has now been accepted after our counter for a sale of all remaining lots 

in August 2017.  This is positive, and will assist with needed revenue for Kwantlen First Nation.   

 

13. IR 6 Film Studio/ KFN Health/Admin/Sports fields Feasibility 

As reported previously: 

• KFN and SQ, through proposal funding sources from Health Canada and INAC, are beginning 

work on a feasibility study to look at geotechnical requirements and overall feasibility of future 

uses in the Southwest corner of IR #6 by the Jacob Haldi Bridge in Fort Langley.    

• There are a number of potential opportunities to seek funding assistance for a new Health 

facility, and potentially a new administrative building for KFN and SQ. As well, interest from 

Thunderbird Film Studios to construct a film studio continues to be strong.  It may be that the 

Thunderbird Development could provide an investment to the infrastructure and servicing costs 

to the overall project.   

• Discussions are also occurring with the Township of Langley who is interested in exploring 

opportunities of working with Kwantlen on enhancing our sports fields (through funding 

provisions) and looking at partnership agreements for usage. 

• Before we can advance with any of these concepts however, and bring it forward for community 

consultation and direction, we need to determine the overall feasibility of these facilities  
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existing here.  The scope of work would assess servicing feasibility and options, clean energy 

options (including geothermal capacity), geotechnical issues, including dredging and preload, 

and preliminary costing.   

 More updates to follow as this work advances. 

 

14.   Seyem’ Qwantlen Office Move/Waterline Expansion/New Opportunity Exploration IR 6 

Please refer to Brenda Fernie’s report for additional information. 

As reported last month, we have temporarily halted work on moving the Seyem’ Qwantlen offices/Britco 

trailers (to relocate out of the flood threat area where the offices are currently located) to the end of 

Glover Road, near the old Albion Ferry terminal, as we explore some new potential opportunities.   

Specifically, we have very recently received interest from a few groups looking for office space to lease 

on IR 6.  This includes: 

• Britco, for their head office space – they have expressed interest in leasing a 10,000 square foot 

head office space. 

• CFNR indigenous radio station is interested in a 3,000 square foot space. 

• Dr. Eppinga a Haida Physician is interested in a medical clinic 

• BMO has said they could provide funding with letters of intent from potential tenants. 

• Other office space could be for SQ offices. 

We are working on financials and potential planning concepts for this type of development and will be 

bringing forward this information for review by our Council and Elders and the lands committee as 

quickly as possible for feedback and direction.  This potential opportunity could bring lease and taxation 

revenue to Kwantlen and offset expenses for SQ offices to be relocated to this area.   It would also 

require community approval as per the Kwantlen land code.  Both Britco and the radio station would like 

to be in as early as Spring of 2018.  They are also interested in long term leases - 25 year plus for Britco 

and 7 plus for CFNR with option to renew provided radio license is renewed. 

More updates to follow. 
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15.  Trinity Western University 

In late July and August, Tumia Knott has met with the president of TWU, Bob Kuhn, and other 

representatives as the university is wishing to work with Kwantlen on some interpretive panels to be 

placed in their “Heritage Hall” on campus.  It is important from Kwantlen’s perspective that our history 

and family connections to this important part of our territory be acknowledged and shared, and that we 

educate faculty, students and visitors of these connections.  Several of our Kwantlen Elders (including 

Linda Mitchell, Marge Zeiger, and other siblings; and Victor Back, Verna Davies ) and families have direct 

lineage to Kwantlen, non-Kwantlen and Musqueam ancestors born, working and living on the area 

where the campus presently sits.  We have reached out to local author Jane Watt to assist us in some of 

the drafting. 

TWU is very interested in improving their relationship with Kwantlen First Nation and integrating us 

more into their programs.  The president is wishing to set this as a priority over this academic year.  

More updates to follow. 

  

16.  Stantech Site Accident 

On August 10, 2017, an archeologist who Kwantlen and several other First Nation communities have 

worked with, Katie Young of Stantech, passed away suddenly at a work site accident involving an 

excavator east of IR 5.  She was involved in work for the Ministry of Transportation and Highways as 

they look to do some improvement work in the area and arch. work was required on site before other 

work can proceed.   At the time the accident happened, she was working with Kwantlen archeological 

technician, Joey Antone.  The day before, she was working with Maggie Savino, another Kwantlen 

technician.  Our deepest condolences to Katie’s family and to her colleagues at Stantech.  She was a very 

well respected archeologist and a wonderful human being.  Council was very involved in preparations 

with the family for her services, and participating in those events.  We have also been a part of inquiries 

with Joey from Worksafe BC and Stantech.  This is a terrible accident, and it has brought to immediate 

light safety considerations for all of our fieldworkers as they are out on site, particularly as they work 

close to heavy duty machinery.   
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17. BC First Nations Leaders and Cabinet Meetings 

Council has been attending this gathering with other First Nations Leaders from throughout the province 

in Vancouver September 6 and 7, 2017.  This has been a good opportunity to network with colleagues 

and dialogue directly with Cabinet Ministers and senior provincial staff on a variety of issues.  Specific 

meetings were held with Ministers of Transportation and Infrastructure, Forestry and Energy and Mines. 

 

18. KFN/SQ 2016, 17 Financial Statements Review with MNP 

The 2016/17 Audited Financial Statements have now been completed for Kwantlen First Nation and 

Seyem’ Qwantlen Business Group by MNP, our auditors, along with our finance staff.  These have now 

been submitted to INAC as required annually by July 31, 2017.   

We will be hosting our annual review meeting of these statements, and provide overviews from our 

departments on activities of the 2016/17 year in September, 2017.  This year we plan to host two 

different update meetings at the Kwantlen Cultural Centre, with Kwantlen updates on September 21 

and SQ updates on September 28, 2017 (both evenings from 5-7:30; dinner served at 5 pm).     

 


